


a 


CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
No. 5. ig :BRUARY, 1824. Vol. IV. 
: ihe yt ahi 


SERMON NO. XIV. 


2 Tim. iii. 4. Lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God. 


The desire of happiness is common to all sentient 
beings. The pursuit of happiness, which is prompted 
by desire, is as natural to us, as any conceivable act 
of body or mind. The principle which actuates, and : 
the causes which impel us to seek this object are the , 
same in all men; and the only supposable difference 
that can existin the circumstances of men, in relation 
to this subject, arises, not frem a difference in the rf 
general motive to action, but from the various and mT 
opposite courses that are taken to secure the object of 
their pursuit. 

‘Fhe moral system embraces maxims, and lays down 
rules, in reference to this article, at once clear, de- 
finite and influential. ‘These maxims assert, that 
nothing is substantially and permanently good, and of 4 
course, nothing is truly pleasurable, that does not i 
more aifect the mind than the body. The principles a 
advanced as the foundation of all virtue and felicity, 
lead to the conclusion, that there can be but two gen- 
eral sources from which any can expect to derive the 
satisfaction they so earnestly desire; the one yielding 
the pleasures that are merely corporeal or sensual, 
and which the lowest orders of being participate as 
well as man; the other mental, spiritual, and divine, 4 
which none can enjoy but such as were originally . 
formed with the susceptibility of the good which they 
impart, and which none can receive except their minds 
are disposed for the blessing. Christianity admits of 
the existence of a su pposed ¢ or spurious good in every 
vain and worthless object that the world affords; butit 
makes real pleasure and genuine happiness to consist 
in the love of God anda conformity to his character. 
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The distinction, therefore, between the two classes of 
persons, as respects their apprehensions, their mentak 
feelings, and their real condition, is as great as that 
which exists between the objects which they respec- 
tively pursue and attain. There can be but two classes 
in the world, who are properly distinguished in the 
text, “lovers of pleasure and lovers of God.” 

The preceding observations, arising as they do from 
the connexion of the words before us, incicate the 
iloctrine, which specially claims our attention, which 
is, that the love of pleasure and the love of God are 
distinct and opposite exercises of the mind: we may 
be actively employed in the one, while we remain un- 
affected, uninfluenced by the other. 

There can hardly bea greater error than that which 
is detected and exposed in the text. If a man sup- 
poses, that he is the friend of God merely because he 
is susceptible of pleasure, or inclined to seek his own 
felicity, he is grossly deceived ; and what is worse, 
such impressions constitute the very essence of self- 
deception. By this the scriptures mean “thinking of 
ourselves above what we ought to think,” or conclud- 
ing that our moral condition is much better than it : 
really is. Itis as much the business of religion to Z 
detect error as to exhibit truth, and the first will in 4 
most cases, be found necessary to the last. You can- 
not easily set men ina right course, till you draw 
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a them off from the wrong; and to do this, you must 
| not only expose the error of their way, but sometimes 
' point out the cause of it. It cannot be any man’s 
a interest to wish to labor under self-deception. ‘The 
a interest of all men lies in knowing the truth, whether 
+ in reference to God or themselves. 


If we grant what has been asserted, that all intelli- 

1 gent beings love their own good, and seek their own 
al felicity, in what, it may be asked, consists the mighty 
: difference between man and man? What constitutes 

| the great distinction that we are laboring to maintain P 
4 We have already admitted, that in the constitution of 
| their being there is no difference; all are actuated by 
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the same general principle and impelled to the pur- 
suli of certain objects by the same common motive. 
But between the objects pursued there is, or may be 
conceived, a very great difference, and from this will 
arise as great a difference in the consequences, re- 
sulting from the attainment of the several objects of 
regard. Take the distinction as expressed in the 
text. One man is a lover of pleasure; no matter in 
what he makes it to consist, whether in one or in all 
the gaudy and fallacious objects which attract human 
admiration, for he will be as well, and perhaps better 
satisfied with one than the whole; but when he has 
attained what he sought, be will be still far from feli- 
city, he will not be able to survey his prize with com- 
placency; and his condition may resemble Alexan- 
der’s, when, having conquered the world, he sat down 
and wept, that there was not another world to con- 
quer. Another man shall seek the good that cometh 
from God only ; he shall seek it in virtue, in purity 
and holiness; and admitting his success, his satisfac- 
tion, his joy, his complacency will be immense. His 
spirit will have drank at the fountain-head of trans- 
cendentdelight. He will look no further for an ob- 
ject to fill his desires ; and this will be the language 
of his heart, “Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none upon earth, that I desire beside thee.” 
Such is the difference between the effects of the love 
of pleasure, and those resulting from the love of God. 

But the subject requires, that we consider and de- 
fine the love of pleasure still more particularly, having 
for our object to show wherein man exceeds the other 
orders of creatures that exist in the same state. Is 
man a being, created with a strong passion for the 
pleasures of sense only, and dees he seek the gratifi- 
cation of this passion instinctively, without spending 
a single care upon objects of a more refined and ele- 
vated character ? Then, indeed, I can see nothing in 
our species, which gives it a claim to a higher rank, 
than that assigned to the lowest orders of the animal 
creation. It will be seen, that independently of the 
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Christian revelation, the soul of man is its own wit- 
ness, that it was formed to receive and enjoy higher 
pleasures than these of sense; and this species of 
testimony cannot be discredited, as it assumes noth- 
ing, and only shows from what the mind can do and 
enjoy, what it was designed by its author to perform 
and receive as its highest good. Al! men are willing 
to grani the capaeity of the soul, Ks susceptibility of 
fine impressions, its power of reflection, its ability to 
philosophize, to refer effects to their proper causes, 
and to trace the laws of the visible universe through 
their various operations. Now when all this is cheer- 
fully granted, may we not very properly inquire, why 
man possesses these powers? May we not ask, if 
these endowments, which distinguish man from the 
bratal creation, are given him only as the means ofa 
pleasant exercise of mind? Are they of use, merely 
to inform us of certain laws of nature, operating to 
certain definite ends, while those laws have no Di- 
vine Anthor, who cortrols, and can suspend them at 
pleasure P Or, admitting that the human mind ts capa- 
ble of apprehending the existence of an all-wise and 
Almighty Being, deriving its evidence of his existence 
from “the things which are made,” are we led to this 
result, only to discover, that infinite wisdom is em- 

luyed in framing schemes, detrimental to human wel- 
fare, and omnipotence engaged in the production of 
eternal wretchedness ? To all such questions, reason 
and common sense imperiously demand a decided ne- 
gative. We disclaim such results as casting vile 
indignity upon man, and derogating from the honor of 
his Creator. There is no passion, no power, no ca- 
pacity of the human soul, which is given for its own 
sake, to be employed a little while in the production 
of a transient, short-lived pleasure ; but every attri- 
bute of the mind is bestowed, to be put in exercise, 
subordinately, and in subservience to its supreme 
good. We are formed for rational pleasure, that we 
may gratefully acknowledge him, who has given us 
the power of enjoyment; we study nature, that we 
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may know its Divine Author; the knowledge of God 
is desirable only, as it leads us to reverence, trust 
and love him; and our reverence, confidence, and 
love, are useful only as they are the inlets of pure, 
substantial, and permanent felicity. 

Admitting the truth of these observations, we per- 
ceive the conclusions to which they evidently lead. 
The love of pleasure, and the enjoyment derived from 
earthly and sensual objects form not the points of dis- 
tinction between man and other orders of beings. 
Pleasure may be courted and pursued, as the chief, 
the supreme good, and apparently without a single 
reflection, that we are capable of a good, more pure, 
satisfactory, and durable. We may cheat ourselves 
into the belief, that to seek happiness, even without 
regard to the means of attaining it, is true wisdom ; 
that the leve of happiness is nearly allied to the love 
of Deity, and that God is so pleased with promoting 
our felicity, that he is as indifferent as ourselves about 
the means by which it is procured. ‘These are dan- 
gerous errors, detected and discountenanced by the 
text, which distinguishes between the love of pleasure 
and the love of God: as the one elevates us not above 
the inferior ranks of creatures, while the other, as a 
habit of the soul, acquired by the exertion of powers 
peculiarly adapted to this end, is a sublime attain- 
ment, resembling man to the great Author of his 
existence. 

The desire, inherent in the moral! and natural con- 
stitution of man, to arrive at happiness, was doubtless 
designed by him who gave it, for a great and benevo- 
lent purpose, as without it man could never be the 
recipient of any good, neither in the present, nor in a 
future state. ‘The design of heaven in the implanta- 
tion of this desire will, at one time or another, be fully 
accomplished. But such is the imperfection of our 
nature, and such the influence of error upon the 
human mind, that the best things may be grossly per- 
verted, and that which was intended as the source of 
good, may become the source of evil. The error in this 
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case, consists notin the exercise of the desire, but in fix- 
ing it upon objects which are incapable of satisfying 
it; and further, in presuming to assure ourselves of 
felicity in a way, which God has not appointed, or, 
what is the same thing, in a way incompatible with 
the dignity of man, and the constitution of his moral 
nature. These errors are related. They can scarce- 
ly be dissociated, yet the last that I have mentioned 
requires the more particular notice, as an exemplifica- 
tion of its influence, will contribute to enforce the 
practical sentiments contained in the text. 

The distinction between the love of pleasure and 
the love of God is obvious from these considerations ; 
that the most abandoned transgressor has the former, 
while the man of virtue alone possesses the latter ; 
and that the love of God is expressed entirely by a 
moral conformity to the divine requisitions. In de- 
termining moral character, and in addressing our- 
selves to the minds of men, with a view to their im- 
provement, these considerations should be allowed 
their full weight and influence. When I am told that 
Imust love God, and come into submission to his will, 
it is of the highest consequence, that he who addresses 
me upon this subject, should affix clear and definite 
ideas to the terms he uses, as otherwise, he may lead 
me to confound things which have no necessary rela- 
tion. Ifto love Ged be nothing more than to love my 
own gratification; if to submit to the divine will be 
merely to be willing to be happy; and if to seek God 
be to seek what Lesteem my best good, I need no per- 
suasion, ne pathetic addresses, n» appeals to mr rea- 
son to produce a compliance; the work is already 
accomplished. In this view of the subject, there 
would not be a man on earth, who did not seek God, 
and submit to him, and leve him with all his heart. 
But if this theory be correct, the gospel is a most use- 
less and inconsistent system, and all its commands, 
precepts and invitations are a dead letter. I offer 
these observations. because I am apprehensive that 

these ideas are frequently expressed in much too gen- 
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eral a way, and without the necessary distinctions. 
We talk of a submission to the will of God, and you 
never saw a man who wished to resist his will, when 
it coincided exactly with his own. We discourse of 
the promised and expected fruition of another world ; 
but our language is often too general and indistinct. 
The question is, what constitutes the happiness of 
another life? In answer, we say, it consists in the 
opposite of that which produces the infelicity of the 
present life. This is true, by principles of analogy. 
And what produces the infelicity of this life? Sin is 
the great cause of it. Now, you will find no man, 
but what is willing to be saved from the inconvenien- 
ces and troubles that attend him here ; and when you 
speak of a future world, most persons seem to look 
forward with a kind of indistinct perception of joys 
in reversion, but of what they will consist they have 
no particular idea. Tell them, that salvation in this 
or the future life must consist In renouncing and de- 
testing all unrighteousness, and in conforming to true 
holiness; and in many cases, this proposition would 
break up the aSsociation of crude ideas which man 
have formed, and probably you would find that they 
are directly ‘opposed to the only scheme upon which 
salvation is practicable. They are willing to be hap- 
py, but the plan and the means do not comport with 
their standard. We discourse much of love to Deity. 
But in what does this consist ? How do we define it ? 
We say that “we love him because he first loved us.” 
This is true ; but it does not embrace all that belongs 
to the subject. How shall it be determined whether 
or not, we comply with the first and great command ? 
There is but one criterion. “This is the love of God, 
that ye keep his commandment.” If we fall short, 
upon trial by this standard, we deceive ourselves if 
we suppose that “the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts.” We are indeed “lovers of pleasures, 
but not lovers of God.’ 

These remarks are founded upon principles the 


most simple, and facts the most common and familiar. 
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It is not in our nature to love what is or appears to be 
directly contrary to our feelings, habits,and practices ; 
nor is this possible while the contrariety continues. 
A man, therefore, is no more a lover of God, while in 
a state of practical nonconformity to his requirements, 
than he is of any other object, between which and 
himself, the greatest contrariety exists. 

In advancing these statements, I have endeavored, 
with as much perspicuity and plainness as possible, 
to do a degree of justice to a subject, which certainly 
deserves the attention of all Christians. We may 
persuade ourselves that we have adopted a system of 
doctrine, tree from most of the errors which attach to 
others, and in this we may be right. But it should be 
remembered, that no system exempts us entirely from 
the influence of error; and that the best may be per- 
veried, and its beneficial tendency counteracted. This 
should awaken our care and circumspection, and teach 
us, “if we think we stand, to take heed lest we fall.”’ 

The subject shows us the nature and design of the 

ospel, and describes the character of the work which 
it is calculated to effect. We hear much ofthe necessity 
of becoming new creatures, and this doctrine is en- 
forced in a manner so general and indistinct, that if 
we can draw any conclusion respecting it, it must be, 
that our whole nature must undergo a radical change, 
and the principles incorporated into the moral system, 
as it now is, be completely subverted. Upon the plan 
indicated in the preceding remarks, we see no need 
of this. We suppose that God addresses man as he 
is ; that he speaks to our affections, our desires, our 
hopes and our love of happiness; and that the gospel 
avails itself of the common laws of the mind to operate 
its effects. We believe that the gospel is designed to 
undeceive us with respect to the objects of our regard, 
and to place before us those which are more suitable 
to the dignity of our nature, and better calculated te 
engage and fix our love and admiration. We have 
labored to exemplify the important truth, that the only 
sure way of removing the evil that exists in the mind, 


A bel in 


ae 


ae 


é, aay See 


rs ini mardi 
es So Re 


ai ee? fa ae 


==... 





} ee © 


7 


“As Se © 


—-" wo w 








SRR. 


BE te is a ae ee aint 
APSE Oia siecle a Sate | bhig 5 UD Age 


Bia Nts oy 





Christian Repository. 205 


is to apply the remedy to the part most seriously af- 
fected. If we have ever been or are now deceived 
with the persuasion, that the love of pleasure bears 
any analogy to the love of Deity, let us correct the 
error, by assuring ourselves, that this is no further the 
case, than as we find the sum of all satisfaction in the 
contemplation and imitation of him with whom no 
other object should ever come in cempetition. We 
repeat it, the leve of pleasure, the love of our own 
gratification, a regard to our own felicity, aside from 
this consideration, is not the love of God. 





_—— -- 


GENERAL EPISTLE. 
[Concluded from page 190.] 

During our session, our hearts were made glad by 
the joyful intelligence, received from every direction, 
of the increase of believers, the formation of societies 
and associations, the organization of churches, the ad- 
dition of laborers to the ministry, and the unexampled 
prosperity of Zion in the rapid advancement of gospel 
truth. The cause of universal benevolence, grace, and 
salvation, is generally flourishing throughout our hap- 

y country ; * particularly in M aine, Massachusetts, 
Rhode- Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and various 
parts of the state of New-York. At this anniversary 
session, ene young brother was set apart to the work 
of the ministry of reconciliation, by the solemnity of 
ordination ; and three others received into fellowship 
as ministers of the divine word: all of whom we hum- 
bly trust have been endowed from above to testify 
the gospel of the never- -failing grace of God—and we 
fervently invoke on them the eternal benedictions of 
heaven, for their faithfulness and success in the pro- 
motion of peace on earth and good will amongst men, 
and in all the labers of the moral vineyard of our God. 

The services of the sanctuary were solemn, power- 
ful, instructive, and delightful. The devout wors' ‘ip 
of the temple was enliv ened by the masterly perform- 
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ance of a large choir of singers, who tuned every heart | 
to the influence of devotion, while thronging multi- | 


tudes and listening thousands inhaled the pure spirit 
of impartial benevolence, and with joy unspeakable 


and full of glory, received the divine energy of eter- | 


nal and infinite love. From the record of Heaven’s 
gracious will, and the Testament of eternal mercy, 
we learned. that God is the ever living fountain of 
goodness, the everlasting Benefactor of all his crea- 
tures, and that no created being can prevail against us. 
There we contemplated the vast importance of. the 
pure inspiration of Heaven, uncontaminated by the 
senseless traditions of a superstitious world, and una- 
dulterated by the labors of imperfect men.—There we 
feasted on the bread of God which giveth spiritual and 
eternal life to a sinful, famishing world. There we 
received the strong injunction of perpetual continu- 
ance in the doctrine of divine life and eternal truth. 
The heavens showered down righteousness and grace 
—our minds were instructed—our souls edified—our 
hearts gladdened—our spirits rejoiced—the silken cord 
of divine love entwined every heart—the accents of 
mercy breathed in every breeze—creation smiled in 
the boundless bounty of God—and the swelling tide 
of gratitude and heart-felt joy ascended to the holy 
habitation of Divinity. 

The believers in the fulfilment of the divine promise 
that all. nations, all families, and. all kindreds of the 
earth shall be blessed with justification through faith 
in Christ, the spiritual head of every man and the heir 
of all things, have abundant reason to rejoice in all 
the dispensations of our heavenly Father, and to let 
their light shine before men that others beholding 
their good works may glovify their Father in heaven. 
Brethren, while you behold the light of the Sun of 
righteousness beaming from on high in all the splen- 
dor of unclouded day, and chasing darkness from the 
human mind—while you are surrounded with the 
numberless blessings of the all-bountiful Providence 
of God, and enjoy the privileges of social existence— 
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while you feel the delightful, the life-giving influence 
of Almighty eoodness and grace—wh ‘ite. by an eye of 
faith, you with ess the kingdoms of this w orld becom- 
ing the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ— 
while you contemplate the nameless felicities of im- 
mortality and endless life—can you suppress therising 

emotions of love to the God of your salvation? Can 
you fail to cherish the spirit of universal philanthropy— 

to promote the peace and good order of society—to do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly—and to evince 
by well ordered lives and conversation that you have 
been taught of God? May the peace of God that pas- 
seth all understanding be ever yours. 

Brethren in the ministry of universal reconciliation, 

Suffer the word of exhortation from one who would ever 
joyfully share with you the instructions of divine wis- 
ye and would humbly solicit the counsel of age and 
experience in the reciprocal exercise of fraternal affec- 
tion, and the faithful performance of christian duty. 
The whitened fields.of the Redeemer’s harvest extend 
in boundless prospect. The chrystalline streams of 
the river of lifein gentle currents flow—The spirit 
of inquiry is abroad in the earth, and all eyes are di- 
rected to the mountain of Zion to receive the blessing 
of those whose feet are shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of divine peace, who bring good tidings, who 
publish salvation,who proclaim the aniversally triumph- 
ant reign of Jehovah, and pronounce the words of eter- 
nal life. If you would finish your course with joy to 
testify the everlasting gospel of the impartial grace of 
God, it is highly important that you give yourselves 
wholly to these things that your profiting may appear 
to all—that you hold frequent, sweet communion 
with your God—that you teach by precept as w ell as 
by example—that you preserve the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace—that you be instant in season 
and out of season in the arduous labors of your voca- 
tion—and that you ever keep in view the bright ex- 
ample of our Lord and Master, whose soul was com- 
passion, whose life was purity, whose word was truth, 
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and whose governing principle was, thy will, O God, 
be done! Remember that itis required of stewards that 
a man be found faithful. Remember that the servant 
of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient in meekness, instructing those 
who oppose themselves. Remember that our bond 
of union is not aay particular speculative opinion, but 
it is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good con- 
science and of faith unteigned. Preserve inviolable, 
this bond ef pertectness. Your duty is to instruct the 
ignorant, reform the vicious, console the afflicted, 
confirm the wavering, uphold the weak, relieve the 
oppressed, break the bread of life, reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine; and let 
humility, sincerity, forbearance and charity, adorn your 
lives, while instrumentally directing the triumphant 
march of the human mind to the glorious Temple of 
divine wisdom and eternal truth. Above all things, 
be entreated to remember your entire dependence on 
Him at whose mandate all worlds were formed—all 
beings created, and all creation crowned with light 
and glory. 

All herein addressed, are most affectionately com- 
mended to the paternal care and tender mercy of a 
God of underived, immutable, unbounded, and endless 


fove/—And may all people respond, Amen. 
Per order, PITT MORSE. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 


At their annual meeting, the Southern Association of 
Universalists convened at the house of Col. Sullivan Sum- 
ner, of Milford, Mass. Dec. 9th, 1823. 

Br. Thomas Whittemore opened the meeting of the 
Council by prayer. 

Chose Br. Richard Carrique, Moderator. 

Br. Jacob Frieze, Clerk. 

Chose Brs. Edward Turner, Barzillai Streeter, and Joshua 
Flagg, a Committee to receive requests for Letters of Fel- 
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lowship and Ordination. Adjourned to Wednesday morn- 
ing, half past eight o’clock. Prayer by Br. T. G. Farns- 
worth. 

Wednesday morning, met according to adjournment. Br. 
H. Ballou 2d. opened by prayer. 

The Committee appointed at the session of this Associa- 
tion, in June last, to labor with the Authors of the “Appeal 
and Declaration,” reported, that they had attended to that 
duty, but without eilect.—Voted to accept said Report, and 
to discharee the Committee from further service. 

Order of Public Service on Wednesday Morn ing. 

Introductory prayer, Br. C. Hudson. 

Sermon by Br. B. Streeter, from 2 Tim. i. 10. “Who 
hath abouished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through tlie gospel.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. B. Whittemore. 

eifternoon Service. 

Introductory prayer by Br. David Pickering. 

Sermon by br. Edward Turner—Text, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he 
know thein because they are spiritually discerned.” 

Conciuding prayer by Br. H. Ballou 2d. 

In Council, after divine service,x—Chose Brs. Hosea Bal- 
lou, David Pickering, Jacob Frieze, Richard Carrique, and 
Hosea Ballou 2d. a Committee to draft proposals of rec- 
onciliation between those brethren, who are the Authors 
of the *Appeai and Declaration,” and this Association. Ad- 
journed to Thursday morning, at half past eight o’clock. 

Br. Adin Ballou closed by prayer. 

Thursday morning met according to adjournment. 

Prayer by Br. oy ie d Turner. 

The Committee appointed, iast evening, presented the 
following proposals, which were accepted by the Associa- 
tion. Here follows :— 

Whereas certain publications, called an Appeal to the 
Pubiic and a Declaration to the World, have been constru- 
ed to indicate a disfellowship, as expressed in a Resolve of 
the Southern Associafion, the undersigned, authors of the 
Declaration, being possessed of a fervent desire to restore 

the happy union and fellowship of our religious order, and 
to enjoy ourselves, desire to remove all difficulties above 
noted, by certifying that we do most cordiaily acknowledge 
and accept as christian ministers, and brethren, such as 


19 





——_— Sl 
os 





&, CR 2A 


® 


210 Christian Repository. 


differ from us on the subjects of doctrine, maintained in the 
above named publications. And we receive and consider 
the acceptance of this proposal by the Association, as an 
assurance on their part, that they reciprocate the senti- 
ments and feelings of christian fellowship above mentioned. 
EDWARD TURNER. 
BARZILLAI STREETER. 
CHARLES HUDSON. 


Voted, the same is fully satisfactory to this Association, 
in relation to the signers thereof, and that this body recipro- 
cate the christian feeling and fellowship, therein expressed. 


Order of services on Thursday morning. 

Introductory prayer by T. G. Farnsworth. 

Sermon by Br. D. Pickeriug, from Isaiah liii.1. “Who 
hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed?” 

Concluding prayer by Br. A. Ballou. 

In the afternoon, Br. Adin Ballou was solemnly set 
apart to the work of the gospel ministry by ordination. 

Order of Services. 

Introductory prayer by Br. R. L. Killam. 

Sermon by Br. H.Ballou,—text, 2 Tim. iv. 2. “Preach the 
word, be instant, in season, ont of season, reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with ali long suffering and doctrine.” 

Consecrating prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Charge and delivery of the Scriptures, by Br. R. Car- 
rique. 

‘Right hand of Fellowship by Br. H. Ballou 2d. 

Concluding prayer by Br. C. Hudson. 

Granted Letters of Fellowship to Brs. Eliphalet Case, Jr. 
and Calvin Gardner. ; , 

Adjourned to meet again at the First Universalist 
Meeting House in Attleborough, Mass. on the 2d Wednes- 
day and Thursday in June next. 

Br. H. Ballou closed the Session by solemn and devout 
prayer. 

RICHARD CARRIQUE, Moderator. 
JACOB FRIEZE, Clerk. 
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The following extract from the solemn address of 
the eminently pious and candid Dr. Warts, which 
was made to the great and ever-blessed God, on a 
review of what he had written in the Trinitarian con- 
troversy, is earnestly recommended to the serious 
perusal of the reader. The address was prefixed by 
Dr. Watts to pieces he had written in this contro- 
versy, which his executors did not judge necessary te 
publish.—Some of the sentiments which it contains, 
a are different from those he entertained at an earlier 
7 period of life. D. M. 

2 ADDRESS. 

4 Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead with 
(1 thee ; yet I may talk with thee concerning thy judge- 
ments. Permit me, O iy God and Father, to plead 
with thee concerning the revelations of thy nature 
and thy grace, which are made in thy gospel. And 
let medo | it with all that humble reverence, and that 
holy awe, of thy Majesty, which becomes a creature 
in the presence ‘of his God. 

Hast thou not, O Lord God Almighty, hast thou 
not transacted thy divine and important affairs ameng 
meny thy Son Jesus Christ, and by thy holy spirit ? 
and hast thou not ordained that men should transact 
| their highest and most momentous concerns with thee, 
é by thy Son and by thy spirit? Must I not know thee 

4 the only true God, and Jesus Christ t! 1y Sor, whom 
thou hast sent, that I may fulfil all my respective 
duties towards thyself and thy S Son, in hope of eternai 

a life? Hath not thy Son himself, appealed to thee in 
: his last prayer, that eternal life depends on this 
k knowledge? And since thou hast made so much use 
of thy holy spirit in our religion, must I not have 
some knowledge of this thy spirit also, that I may 
pay thee all these honors thou requirest from this 
divine revelation ? 

Hast thou not ascribed divine names, and titles, 
and characters to thy Son and thy holy spirit in thy 


word? And yet art not thou, and thou alone, the true 
God? 
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Holy Father, thou knowest hew firmly I belteve 
with all my soul, whatsoever thou hast plainly written 
and revealed in thy word. I believe thee to be the 
only true God, the supreme of beings, self-sufficient 
for thine own existence, and for all thy infinite 
affairs and transactions among creatures. I believe 
thy Sen Jesus Christ to be all-sufficient for the 
glorious work of mediation between God and man, 
to which thou hast appointed him to fulfil the blessed 
works for which thou hast exalted him, and to govern 
and judge the world in thine appointed time. 

I believe also thy blessed Spirit hath almighty power 
and influence to do all thy will, to instruct men 
effectually in divine truths, to change the hearts of 
fallen mankind from sin to holiness, to carry on thy 
work of illumination, sanctification, and consolation 
on the souls of all thy children, and to bring them safe 
to the heavenly'world. I yield myself up joyfully 
and thankfully to this method of thy salvation, as it is 
revealed in the gospel. But I acknowledge my dark- 


ness still. I want to have this wonderful doctrineof - 


the all-sufficiency of thy Son and thy Spirit, for these 
divine works, made a little plainer. Is it a vain and 
sinful curiosity to desire to have this article set in 
such a light, as may not diminish the eternal glory 
of the unity of the true God, nor of the supremacy of 
thee, the Father of all ? 

Hadst thou informed me, gracious Father, in any 
place of thy word, that this divine doctrine is not to 
be understood by men, and yet they were required 
to believe it, I would have subdued all my curiosity 
to faith, and submitted my wandering and doubtful 
imaginations, as far as it was possible, to the holy and 
and wise determinations of thy word. But I cannot 
find thou hast any where forbid me to understand it, 
or to make these inquiries. My conscience is the 
best natural light thou hast put within me, and since 
thou hast given me the scriptures, my own conscience 
bids me to search the scriptures, to find out truth and 
eternal life. It bids me try all things, and hold fast 
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that which is good. And thy own word by the same 
expressions, encourages this holy practice. I have, 
therefore, been long searching into this divine doc- 
trine, that I may pay thee due honor with understand- 
ing. Surely I ought to know the God whom [ worship, 
whether he be one pure and simple being, or whether 
thou art a three fold Deity, consisting of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Dear and blessed God, hadst thou been pleased, in 

any one plain scripture, to have informed me which 
of the different opinions about tne holy Trinity, among 
the contending parties of christians, had been true, 
thou knowest with how much. zeal, satisfaction and 
joy, my unbiassed heart would have opened itself to 
receive and embrace the divine discovery. Hadst 
thou told me plainly, in one single text, that the Fath- 
er, Son and holy Spirit, are three real distinct persons 
in thy divine nature, [ had never suffered myself to 
be bewildered in so many doubts, nor embarrassed 
vith so many strong fears of assenting to the mere 
inventions of inen, stead of divine doctrine; but 1 
should have humbly and immediately accepted thy 
words, so far as it was possible for me to understand 
them as the only rule of my faith. Or, hadst thou 
been pleased to express and include this proposition 
in the several scattered parts of thy book, from whence 
my reason and conscience might with ease find out, 
and with certainty infer this doctrine, I should have 
joyiully employed all my reasoning powers, with their 
utmost skill and activity, to have found out this infer- 
ence, and ingrafted it into my soul. But how can 
such weak creatures (men) ever take in so strange, so 
difficult, and so abstruse a doctrine as this, in the ex- 
plication and defence whereof, inultitudes of men, 
even men of learning and piety, have lost themselves 
in infinite subtleties of dispute, and endless mazes of 
darkness ? 

Thou art witness, O my God, with what diligence, 
with what constancy and care, I have read and search- 
ed thy holy rae early and late, by night and by 
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day, I have been making these inquiries. How fer- 
vently have I been seeking thee on my bended knees, 
and directing my humble addresses to thee, to enlight- 
en my darkness, and to shew me the meaning of thy 
word, that I may learn what t must believe, and what 
I must practise with regard to this doctrine, in order 
to please thee, and obtain eternal life. 

I bumbly call thee to witness, 0 my God, whata 
holy jealousy I ever wear about my heart, lest 1 should 
do the slightest dishonor to thy supreme Majesty, in 
any of my inquiries or determinations. Thou seest 
what a religious fear, and what a tender solicitude 1 
maintain on my soul, lest I should think or speak any 
thing to diminish the grandeurs and honors of thy Son 
Jesus, my dear mediator, to whom I owe my everlast- 
ing hopes. Thou knowest how much afraid I am of 
speaking one word, which may be construed into a 
neglect of thy blessed Spirit. Guard all the motions 
of my mind, O almighty God, against every thing that 
borders upon these dangers. Forbid my thoughts to 
indulge, and forbid my pen to write one word, that 
should sink those grand ideas which belong to thyself, 
or to thy Son, or thy holy Spirit. Forbid it, O my 
God, that ever I should be so unhappy as to unglorify 
my Father, my Savior, or my Sanctifier, in any of my 
sentiments er expressions concerning them. 

Blessed and faithful God, am I not truly sensible 
of my own darkness and weakness, ny dangerous pre- 
judices on every side, and my utter insufficiency for 
my own conduct? Wilt thou leave such a poor crea- 
ture bewildered among a thousand perplexities, which 
are raised by various opinions and contrivances of 
men to explain thy divine truth? 

Help me, heavenly Father, for I am quite tired and 
weary of these human explainings, so various and un- 
certain. When wilt thou explain it to me thyself, O 
my God, by the secret and certain dictates of thy 
Spirit, according to the intimations of thy word? nor 
let any pride of reason, nor any affectation of novelty, 
nor aby criminal bias whatsoever, turn my heart aside 
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from harkening to these divine dictates of thy word, 
and thy Spirit. Suffer not any of my native corrup- 
tions, bor ‘the vanity of my Imaginations to cast a mist 
over my eyes, whi le Lam searching after the know- 
ledge of thy mind and will, for my ‘eternal salvation. 

I entreat, O most mercifal Father, that thou wilt 
not suffer the remnant of my short life to be wasted in 
such endless wanderings, 1 in quest of thee or thy Son 
Jesus, asa great part of my days have been ; but let 
my sincere endeavors to know thee, in all the ways 
whereby thou hast discovered thyself in thy word, be 
crowned with such success, that my soul being esta- 
blished in every needful truth by thy holy Spirit, I 
may spend my remaining life according to the rules 
of thy gospel, and may with all the holy and happy 
creation ascribe glory and honor, wisdom and power 
to thee, who sittest upon the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 





RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE BETWEEN A CONGREGATION- 
ALIST AND A UNIVERSALIST. 
Concluded from page 176 

Some conversation then ensued upon the parable of 
the ten virgins. Mr. K.read the parable and explain- 

ed; he understood the wise virgins to represent the 
ae disciples of Christ; the foolish those who were 
only nominal professors, who only had the appearance 
of Christians ; but were never in possession of the oil 
of divine grace, for they took no oil in their lamps. 
From this opinion Mr. B. dissented. By the kingdom 
of heaven he understood the gospel, or gospel dispen- 
sation, which had commenced. He understood that 
this kingdom or the gospel was likened unto ten vir- 
gins with much propriety, because they were a fit 
emblem to represent purity. He contended that all 
had oil in their lamps, the foolish as well as the wise, 
otherwise there would be no propriety in the phrase, 


“our lamps have gone out”—that their lamps could 
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never have gone out unless they had first been lighted 
—that they could never have been lighted without 
oil—that he, Mr. K. mistook with regard to the read- 

ing of the passage, when he said the foolish took no 
oil in their lamps; but that it was true that they took 
no oil in their “‘veasele, while the wise did. He pre- 
sumed the lamp, oil, and vessel, were the same in 
those, as in modern days. He used a lamp, and had 
attached to it what was called a lamp-waiter, which 
contained the oil, with which to replenish the lamp 
when it was about to go out for want of oil. It was 
plain to every one, that a lamp must go out unless it 
was replenish: od with oil; he considered the foolish 
virgins a fit emblem to represent those who had or 
should fall away from their first love, as did most of 
the churches who were accused in tne book of Revela- 
tion by the spirit of inspiration ; that this must inevi- 
tably over throw the darling doctrine of the final per- 
severance of the saints, when connected with the 
doctrine of endless misery. 

Question by Mr. K.—How do you get along with 
the account our Savior gave of the rich man and Laz- 
arusP 

The rich man died and went to hell, while Lazarus 
was carried by angels into Abraham’s heise Mr. B. 
considered it to be a parable, which like the other 
parables of our Savior, was connected with, and relat- 
ed to events which did take place at the time Jerusa- 
lem was destroyed by the Romans. Mr. K denied 
that it was a parable, he said that the manner in which 
it was introduced was enough to convince any one 
that it was not a parable, for our Savior said there 
was a certain rich man, &c. and that he (Jesus) no 
where in the scriptures declared a thing to be that 
was not. He considered it to be a plain piece of his- 
tery, for there was a certain rich man, &c. and there 
was a beggar, &c 

Mr. B. admitted it (for the sake of the argument) 
to be a plain piece of history, agreeable to Mr. K’s, 
statement. Ofcourse, the man of whom our Savior 
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spoke, must have lived in the days ef Abraham in his 
life-time must have died, been buried, went to hell, 
and after he was dead, must have been capable of 
speaking, feeling, and seeing ; and Abraham too, must 
have been his father. The poor man also must have 
lived at the same period of time. He too must have 
died, and by literal celestial angels, his dead body 
must have been carried and lodged i in Abraham’s lite- 
ral bosom. Mr. K. said that Mr. B. held that a dead 
man could lift up his eyes, speak, &c. which was a 

manifest impossibility ; what an inconsistent idea! ! 
Mr. B. in answer replied, that it was not he that held 
to such inconsistencies ; but that he was only drawing 
the inevitable conclusions from Mr. K’s statement, 
which he only admitted for the sake of argument. 
He differed from Mr. K. in opinicn, as would appear 
from his statement made in the outset that it was a 
parable, &c. Mr. K. remarked, that the rich man 
was tormented in the flames of hell, in so much that he 
called to Abraham to send Lazarus that he might dip 
the tip of his finger in water, that he might cool his 
tongue, for he was tormented i in this flame, (meaning 
the flames of hell.} He cousidered Mark, 9th chapter, 
from 43d verse to the end, as corroborative testimony 
of the idea just advanced. “If thy hand, thy foot, or 
thine eye, oifend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee, 
for it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maim- 
ed, than having two feet, two hands, or two eyes, to 
be cast into hell-fire; where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.”? He wished to know Mr. 
B’s views of this scripture, which he considered as 
conclusive testimony to prove the doctrine of endless 
misery, for the fire into which they were to be cast, 
was hell-fire ; “where the worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched.” Mr. B. replied, that the word ren- 
dered hell-fire in the passage, was a translation from 
Gehenna in the Greek. He observed that it was taken 
from the Hebrew Ge Hinnom, ti at is, the valley of 
Hinnom, which is a place where the idolatrous Jews 
sacrificed their children to Meloch (a heathen god) 
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situated eastward of Jerusalem. [It was also called 
Tophet, a burial place, er place of burning, being by 
Josial 1, rendered filthy, to stop the idolatrous worship 
of the Jews. 

Multitudes also of the Jews were here buried, whe 
were slain, when Jerusalem was taken by the Chalde- 
ans—tliat afterwards it became the common recepta- 
cle of the dead, of carcases, garbage, and filth, for the 
destruction of which, a fire was kept continually burn- 
ing. He stated farther, that he considered that our 
Savior, when he spoke of hell-fire, always had allusion 
to those sacrifices, made to Moloch; ; because, in all 
places, where we read of hell-fire, the word for hell is 
Gehenna. ‘These sacrifices were contrary to the just 
commands of God, and for this reason he pronounced 
a judgement upon the place. See Jer. vil. 32, 33.— 
«Therefore behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 


it no more shall be called Tophet, nor the Valley of 


the son of Hinnom, but the Valley of slaughter, for 
they shall bury in Tophet till there be no place. 
And the carcases of the people shall be meat for the 
fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth; 
and none shall fray them away.” He considered 
also that Isaiah had allusion to the same place in the 
last verse of his prophecy. “And they shall go forth 
and look upon the carcases of the men that have 
transgressed against me; for their worm shall not 


die, neither shall their fire be quenched, and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” 


From the Columbian Star. 


A REVEREND GAMBLER. 

Dr. Seott.—“This eminent clergyman, in the for- 
mer part of his life, was exceedingly fond of cards, Hil 
success, however, on one occasion, checked his propen- 
sity to gaming, and he lost all relish for the diversion. 
Atter he had assumed the clerical character, he never 
omitted worship in his family at the proper hours, and 
usually proposed it in his visits. He occasionally join- 
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1 after this in a game of cards, fearing that too great 
preciseness might prejudice his n bors. He was 
of the opinion that there was no harm in the practice 
tho it seemed a frivolous method of spending time. 
“I felt,?? says he, “that it was a very awkward transi- 
tion to remove the card table, and introduce the Bible 
and family —. 

More than ten times the amount of money] 
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paid for this man’s “«Family Bible’ in the United 
States than in Gresgt Britain, in proportion to the 
wealth of the two countries. “But Scott left off cam- 
bling and other sins betore he died,’ says one of his 


pdeiedinnhlenndad: but does it follow that his dall 
and expensive commentaries should exciude all other 
books from our shelves, —s bes ause he was not 
quite so immoral as other English clergymen } 


Some of our deluded counts yen have purchased 
this book, who could neither pay their debts nor pro- 
vide food for their familes, A. b. 





CHURCH ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Most of the government-churches of Kurope appear 
to us to be maintained—not for the purpose of making 
men wiser and better, and leading them the way to 
heaven—but to assist the temporal | power to perpetu- 
ate that despotism to which the minds and bodies of 
men have been subject for so many ages. The church 
is held in requisition to support the government, and 
the varions test-acts, inquisitious, &c. are so many 
state-engines, intended to keep the people in subjec- 
tion to tyrants. ‘The most aggravated abuses exist 
not only i in catholic, but in protestant establishments. 
There is not perhaps, in all Europe, an established 
church so odious and oppressive as the episcopal esta- 
blishment in Ireland. The population of Ireland is 
seven millions, of which 5,500,000 are catholics, about 
1,000,000 are presbyterians, methodists and other dis- 
senters, and less than half a million belong to the 





episcopal established church. The clergy who watch 
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over these 4 or 500,000 protestants of the establish- 
ment receive a tenth part of the produce of a country 
which feeds seven millions of people! The catholic 
and protestant dissenters, who comprise thirteen-four- 
teenths of all the inhabitants, are forced to yield up a 
tenth of the fruit of their toils to support a church 
from which they derive uo benefit. Nor is this all— 
beside the tithe, ove thirteenth part of all the land in 
the kingdom is in possession of the clergy of the esta- 
blished church. Here are bishops, who profess to be 
servants of the “meek and lowly” Jesus, who receive 
an annual income of 80 or 90,000 dollars. ‘The whole 
annual revenue of the Fpiscopal clergy is calculated 
to exceed five millions A dollars, which is extorted 
from the most miserable poor people in Europe. The 
clergy commonly devolve the work of exacting the 
tithes upon others, who are called tithe-proctors ; and 
these men, looking only to ‘heir own profit, levy the 
tithes with merciless rigor, regardless of the miseries 
they inflict. Many of the clergy do not reside in their 
benefices, but live in idleness and indulgence in Eng- 
land or France, and hire a poor cur ate for a trifling 
sum to perform the ministerial duties. {n one parish, 
where the revenue was only 20 pounds a year, the in- 
cumbent hired a deputy to perform the duty for 30 
shillings! but the latter had a good bargain, for there 
was no church in the district. There are many parish- 
es where there are no churches, and yet tithes are 
rigorously collected ; and there are some clergymen 
of the church of Ireland in rich livings who have not 
a single protestant parishioner. It is the tithes and 
rents that oppress the poor peasantry of ireland, and 
it is these abuses against which they are forever break- 
ing out in rebellion. The British government makes 
laws for Ireland, and to that government, rather than 
to the clergy, should be ascribed that system of op- 
pression which spreads Bla Se | and wretch- 
edness throughout the land.—The preceding facts are 
chiefly derived from the Edinburgh Review, and Reed’s 
Travels in Ireland, 
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What cause for gratitude to heaven have we in the 
United States, that we live under a free government, 
and have no ecclesiastical establishment to domineer 
over us. Here we choose our own civil rulers and 
our own religious instructers. No teachers of religion 
are maintained, who do not perform the duties of their 
station, and whose conduct is not such as to meet the 
approbation of those that they instruct. The clergy 
of no other country are so virtuous and exemplary as 
those of the United States, including every denomi- 
nation.—Hampshire Gazette. 





—_———-- -- 


QUESTIONS BY A ROMAN CATHOLIC TO A UNIVERSA- 
LIST, WITH ANSWERS. ; 

1. Are you bound to answer in writing any proper 
question on the subject of religion F 

2. Who was the first person, and in what year did 
he live, who first exercised supreme ecclesiastica! 
jurisdiction in the same manner as the present Pope 
Pius* the seventh ? 

3. If there is but one church, what are its essential 
and unalterable marks? 

4. What and when was the first erroneous corrupt 
doctrine received by the church P 

5. Is the Christian Church a body that is visible in 
whole or only in part? and if in part, how much is 
visible? 

6. Will you tell me to what particular person or 
persons [ must listen in order to comply with Church 
precepts 

7. What is schism? and will you name two per- 
sons, who are at this moment guilty of that sin F 

8. Is salvation attainable in the Roman Catholic 
Church, and in conformity to the faith and morals she 
inculcates? if not, name the reason why ? 

9. Are any of the foregoing questions improper ? 


* When this question was written, the death of Pope Pius 
was not known in this country. 
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if so, name which of them, and give the reason why ? 


Answers to the foregoing Questions. 

1. We as professors of the Christian system, deem 
it our duty and privilege to do whatever, we can ra- 
tionally believe, is calculated to promote the interest 
of the Redeemer’s cause, and the happiness of our 
fellow men. We therefore feel bound to answer in 
writing or otherwise, any proper question, whenever 
we have reason to hope, some good will result from 
our labor. 

2. A direct answer to the second question must 
evidently rest solely upon historical testimony. It 
appears that our querist thought, that no such aiswer 
could be given; nor indeed do we think it essential 
to the eause of protestantism, that this question should 
be directly met. If we can make it appear that no 
person in the first age of the Christian Church, exer- 
cised ecclesiastical jurisdiction in the manner the 
Popes of later ages have done, it cannot much affect 
the question between protestantism and popery, if 
we cannot tell in what person, nor at what time the 
improper or usurped power began. If we prove the 
difference between the ancient Church of Christ, and 
the modern of Rome, we prove the fact. To this 
point we are disposed to offer one argument, drawn 
from the words of our Savior in Matt. xxii. 8, 9, 10, 
11. “But be ye not called Rabbi; for one is your 
master even Christ, and all ye are brethren. And 
call no man your father on the earth; for one is your 
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
masters ; for one is your Master, even Christ. But 
he-that is greatest among you, shall be your servant.” 
These words appear utterly inconsistent to raising one 
disciple to a dignified office above the others ; but it 
is well known, that the Catholic Church do not allow 
the Pope an equal on earth. He reigns supreme over 
all ecclesiastical dignitaries, within the confines of 
her power. Besides, the very official name of pope is 
that of father, a name expressly forbidden every dis- 
ciple of Jesus by their divine Master. 
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But if we attempt to give the question a direct an- 
swer, history affords the following: “The disputes 
about preeminence that had so long subsisted between 
the bishops of Rome and Constantinople, proceeded 
in this century (the seventh) to such violent lengths, 
as laid the foniulions of that deplorable schism, 
which afterward separated the Greek and Latin 
churches. ‘The most learned writers, and those who 
are most remarkable for their knowledge of antiquity, 
are generally agreed that Boniface III. engaged 
Phocas, that abominable tyrant, who waded to the 
imperial throne through the blood of the emperor 
Mauritius, to take from the bishop of Constantinople 
the title of @cumenical or universal bishop, and to 
confer it upon the Roman pontiff. They relate this 
however upon the sole authority of Baronius; for 
none of the ancient writers have mentioned it. If 
indeed we are to give credit to Anastasius and Paul 
Deacon, something like what we have now related was 
transacted by Phocas ; for when the tishops of Con- 
stantinople maintained that their church was not only 
equal in dignity and authority to that of Rome, but 
also the head of all the christian churches, this tyrant 
opposed their pretensions, and granted the pre-emi- 
nence to the church of Rome; and thus was the papal 
supremacy first introduced.” 

Moshiem’s His. Vol. I. page 452. 

“Not merely in the administration of justice did 
the Roman pontiff invade the rights of civil govern- 
ment. In the year 606, the emperor Phocas, by a 
public decree, invested the Pope with the title of 
universal bishop, and clothed him with superior 
autherity in all ecclesiastical concerns. Thus em- 
powered, the servant became too mighty for the 
master. From this time the Pope claimed the right 
of nominating and investing bishops in all the churches 
in Europe, tho the claim was not immediately allowed 
in every kingdom.”—Bancroft’s Sermons, page 127. 

3. We believe the essential tokens of the church of 
Christ are faith in him, and the exereise of that love 
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toward God and toward man, which is the fulfilling 
of the law. The term church, is, however, sometimes 
taken for all mankind, without reference to their mo- 
ral character. | 

4. Corrupt doctrines began to be received as early 
as in the days of the Apostles. There were those 
that said the resurrection was already past, and over- 
threw the faith of some. 

5. The Christian Church, which we consider an 
assembly of believers in Christ, is so far manifest as it 
exhibits the character and works of its divine Master, 
Jesus Christ. 

6. We know of no particular person on persons, 
church, creed, or platform, that have arisen, or been 
drawn up, since the apostolic age, which we should 
receive as an infallible guide in precept or doctrine. 
The Bible contains our religien, and is our guide. 
The works of learned and pious men may be used as 
helps to interpret the scriptures, but not as infallible 
cuides. 

7. Schism is a word of Greek original. Hedericus 
explains it, dissidium, dissensio, discordia ; schisma, 
ruptio unionis in ecclesia. It is adivision ina church, 
not respecting a few articles in point of theory, but a 
division in affection, by which disturbances and tu- 
mults are occasioned. As we wish not to deal in 
personalities, we choose not to mention any particular 
persons, who are at this time guilty of this sin. We 
believe there may be such a thing as schism without 
acknowledging an infallible church. 

8. We have no doubt but what a person may bea 
sincere Christian and belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church. How near they may approximate to an 
evangelical salvation, we pretend not todecide. We 
do not think, however, that any person will ever be 
plunged in unalterable misery because he is a Roman 
Catholic. 

9. From the notice taken of the preceding questions, 
our querist has our views of them without any direet 
answer to this. 
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We know not how these answers may appear to 
him ; but they are such as we offer him and the pub- 
licin honesty and sincerity. Whatever may appear 
erroneous or improper in these answers, he is at liber- 
ty to notice in this work, should he think proper. We 
hope the day is too far spent to contend in bitterness 
on the subject of a religious and christian faith. To 
contend earnestly for the faith of the gospel may be 
commendable. For he that is in earnest, tho he may 
not always cunvince, will act according to the dictates 
of an upright and sincere conscience. 





From the Gospel Herald. 


NEWS FROM SCOTLAND. 

We have received another epistle from our Br. 
Worrall, dated Glasgow, Oct. 11, 1823, from which 
we extract the following: 

“We have received an epistle from a small church 
at Colerain, in the north of Ireland; of which we had 
not before heard. It is certain that liberal views of 
the Divine economy, and rational ideas of the Crea- 
tor’s purpose and design in redemption, are extend- 
ing their mild and genial influence around us. May 
the Great Head of the Church prepare and send forth 
laborers into the gospel harvest, who may be power- 
fully successful in making inroads into the kingdom 
of darkness, instrumental in dissipating the gloom of 
darkness, and successful in counteracting the efforts 
of priesteraft. 

“1 admire the liberality and forbearance so lon 
ractised among American Universalists; and shal 
eel unspeakably rejoiced to know they continue 

united in sentiment upon the Rock of Ages, Christ 
Jesus, and preserve the unity of the spirit in bonds of 
heavenly peace. The duration of punishment we 
may consider a matter of minor importance. JzHo- 
vAH afflicts not willingly, nor necessarily grieves the 
children of men. Nota stripe will be inflicted more 


than is required for the good of the chastened.” 
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Our Br. Worrall for himself, and on behalf of our 


brethren in Glasgow, tenders grateful acknowledge- 
ments to those who have forwarded books, and “ad- 
ministered to the intellectual pleasure and gratifica- 
tion”’ of our distant Brethren. 





MILTON ON HERESY. 
From his ‘**Treatise of Civil Power in Ecclesiastical Causes.’ 


But we shall not carry it thus. Another Greek 
apparition stands in our way, Heresy and Heretic ; in 
like manner also railed at to the people, as ina tongue 
unknown. They should first interpret to them, that 
heresy, by what it signifies in that language, is no 
word of evil note—meaning only the choice or follow- 
ing of any opinion, good or bad, in religion, or any 
other learning; and thus, not only in heathen authors, 
but in the New Testament itself, without censure or 
blame; Acts xv. 5. “Certain of the heresy of the Phar- 
isees which believed ;”? and xxvi. 5. “After the ex- 
actest heresy of our religion, I lived a Pharisee.”? In 
which sense presbyterian or independent may without 
reproach be called a heresy. Where it is mentioned 
with blame, it seems to differ little from schism; 1 
Cor. xi. 18,19. “I hear that there be schisms among 

ou,” &c. “for there must also heresies be among you.”’ 

ho some who write of heresy after their own heads, 
would make it far worse than schism; whereas, 
on the contrary, schism signifies division, and in the 
worst sense ; heresy, choice only of one opinion be- 
fore another, which may be without discord. In apos- 
tolic times therefore, ere the scripture was written, 
heresy was a doctrine maintained against the doctrine 
by them delivered ; which in these times can be no 
otherwise defined than a doctrine maintained against 
the light, which we now only have of the scripture. 

Seeing, therefore, that no man, no synod, no session 
ef men, tho called the Church, can judge definitely 
‘the sense of scripture to another man’s conscience, 
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which is well known to be a general maxim of the 
protestant religion, it follows plainly, that he who 
holds in religion that belief, or those opinions, which 
to his conscience and utmost understanding appear 
with most evidence or probability in the scripture, 
tho to others he seem erroneous, can no more be justly 
censured for a heretic than his censurers, who do but 
the same thing themselves, while they censure him 
for so doing. For ask them, or any protestant which 
hath most authority, the church or the scripture? 
They will answer, doubtless, that the scripture; and 
what hath most authority, that no doubt but they will 
confess is to be iellewed He then, who to his best 
apprehension follows the scripture, tho against any 
point of doctrine by the whole church received, is not 
the heretic; but he who follows the church against 
his conscience and persuasion, grounded on the scrip- 
ture. 


To make this yet more undeniable, [ shall only bor- 


row a plain simile, the same which our own writers, 
when they would demonstrate plainest, that we rightly 
prefer the scripture before the church, use frequently 
against the papist in this manner. As the Samaritans 
believed Christ, first for the womwan’s word, but next, 
and much rather for his own, so we the scripture ; first 
on the church’s word, but afterwards and much more 
for its own, as the word of God; yea, the church itself 
we believe then for the scripture. The inference of 
itself follows. If by the protestant doctrine we be- 
lieve the scripture, not for the church’s saying, but for 
its own, as the word of God, then ought we to believe 
what in our conscience we apprehend the scripture to 
say, tho the visible church, with all her doctors, gain- 
say; and being taught to believe them only for the 
scripture, they who so do are not heretics, but the 
best protestants, and by their opinions, whatever they 
be, can hurt no protestant, whose rule is not to receive 
them but from the scripture ; which to interpret con- 
vincingly to his own conscience, none is able but him- 
self guided by the Holy Spirit ; and not so guided, 
none than he to himself can be a worse deceiver. 
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To protestants, therefore, whose common rule and 
touchstone is the scripture, nothing can with more 
conscience, more equity, nothing more p poorest 
can be permitted, than a free and lawful debate at all 
times by writing, conference, or disputation of what 
opinion soever, disputable by scripture. Concluding 
that po man in religion is properly a heretic at this 
day, but he who maintains traditions or opinions not 
probable by scripture; who, for aught I know, is the 
papist only ; ; he the only heretic, who counts all here- 
tics but himself. 


bam] 


QUEEN MARY'S LETTER TO THE LORD CHANDOIS, 
ORDERING THE MANNER OF BISHOP HOOPER’S EX- 
ECUTION. 


From Burnet’s History of the Reformation. 


Right treaty and well beloved, &c. Whereas, John 
Hooper, who of late was called Bishop of Worcester 
and Gloucester, is, by due order of the laws ecclesi- 
astic, condemned anal judged for a most obstinate, 
false, detestable Heretic, and committed to our secu- 
lar power, to be burned, according to the wholesome* 
and good laws of our retin, in that case provided. 
Forasmuch, as in those cities, and the diocese thereof, 
he hath in times past preached and taught most pesti- 
lent heresies and doctrine to our subjects there; we 
have, therefore, given order, that the said Hooper, 
who yet persisteth obstinate, and hath refused mercy 
when it was graciously offered, shall be put to execu- 
tion in the said city of Gloucester, for the example 
and terror of such as he hath there seduced and mis- 
taught, and because he hath done most harm there. 
And will that you, calling unto you some of reputa- 
tion, dwelling in the shire, such as ye think best, shall 
repair unto our said city, and be at the said execution, 
assisting our mayor and sheriffs of the same city in 
this behalf. 


* Very wholesome.—Such laws cured all sickness. 
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And forasmuch also as the said Hooper is, as here- 
tics be, a vain-glorious person, and delighteth in his 
tongue. and having liberty, may use his said tongue 
to persuade such as he hath seduced to persist in the 
miserable opinion that he hath sown among them ; our 
pleasure is, therefore, and we require you to take or- 
der, that the said Hooper be neither, at the time of 
his execution, nor in going to the place thereof, suf- 
fered to speak at large ; but thither to beled quietly, 
and in silence, for eschewing further infection, and 
such inconvenience as may otherwise ensue in this 
part. Whereof fail not, as ye tender our pleasure. 





—_—--— 


From the Bethlehem Star. - 


BEWARE OF ENTHUSIASM. 

A new sect of enthusiastical people have lately 
arose in New-England, under the influence of a female 
by the name of Betsey or Eliza W. Niles. 

This wonderful person appeared a few years age 
in Windsor, Vt. and requested a hearing of the people 
at the Meeting-House, while she delivered a message 
from God, which she said would be confirmed to the 
people by her death instantly in the pulpit. 

On being refused, she immediatety shut herself up 
in her shop in company with a young man and his 
sister, where they kept concealed, if we are rightly 
informed, two nights and one day. This excited the 
suspicions of some, who went to them, and found the 
young man and his sister speechless and inactive, who 
soon recovered their strength, but the young man ap- 
peared wild and deranged. 

The people being alarmed at this incident, indulged 
her request, and assembled at the Meeting-House to 
hear her, when she attempted to speak, but soon ap- 
peared confused and deranged, and was taken toa 
hospitable family, who carefully attended to any 
means to render her comfortable. While at this place 
she manifested a great attachment to the young man 


who was concealed in the shop with her, and would 
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often seem to be in great distress, when nothing buta 7 
visit from him would relieve her. Some people sus- ~ 
pecting it was their intention to form a connexion in | 
marrage, told them at one time, that a justice was ~ 
present, and if they wished to be married, to stand up, | 
when she immediately manifested that it was her de- 
sire ; but he declined. 

Not long after this she was carried to her father’s 
house, where she became convinced that this was de- | 
lusion, and wrote to the young man and his sister, | 
that she was convinced it was a delusion, and wished 
them to think no more of it. 

But some time in the year 1822, she commenced in 
this way again, and accordingly set out in pursuit of 
this young man, whom she pretended had received a 
part of the Holy Ghost by the imposition of her hands 
to qualify him to labor in the vineyard of the Lord 
with her, and had stumbled in consequence of her 
packsliding, and haG ™M2rriea nim another wile. After 
making seVeral attempts to reach the place where she 
heard he resided with his family, she at length came 
to Elder James Spencer’s of Hartford, Vt. and told 
his wife the Lord had called her to go to such a place, 
and entreated her to go with her. She soon prevailed 
on this woman, who began to solicit her husband’s 
consent, but he being unwilling to trust them alone, 
went with them to the place, and was nota little mor- 
tified to find this revelation had led them several | 
day’s journey to see a man that was not in the place. 

On her return, she wrote a letter to this man whom — 
she called her spiritual husband, in which she ac- | 
knowledged her apostacy, and relates that God had — 
in part restored her; but as he had received a part of | 
her spirit, she still felt a deficiency, and then calls 
upon him to restore that, or to go into the vineyard ~ 
with her. : 

But not being contented with writing, she soon ~ 
took a lengthy journey to the place where he resided, — 
and called where he was at work, and solicited a visit | 
that evening at the house where she expected to tarry. | 
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y Not being indulged in this, she then went to a tavern 
® near his house, and sent a boy with a line to him to 
visit her. After which she ventured to bis house,and 
repeated her visits, till by her fascinating influence, 
@ she seduced him to visit her ata neighboring town, 
+78 and from thence to set out with her to a neighboring 
@ state, while his wife stood weeping, with her infant in 
her arms, to see them depart, and remonstrating 
against it. But this was not an end of trials ; several 
| days after his wife arrived home, by the assistance of 
» TR a benevolent female, he came home ina fit of derange- 
ment, and appeared so delirious that they were ot blig- 
ed to call in the neighbers te assist them; in which 
state he continued several weeks. 

Yet notwithstanding all, she still pursued her ob- 

ject s for soon after his recovery, she wrote him an- 
other letter, requesting him to give her an answer 
whether he would go with her and perform his vow or 
+ not. At the same time, expressing her fears concern- 
® ing his fate should he refuse. 
. During all this time she professed great sanctity 
@ and high attainments in religion, and continued to gain 
a powerful influence over the minds of many who soon 
distinguished themselves as a sect by their fanatic 
notions and strange exercises, such as are described 
in the following communication published in the New- 
Hampshire Intelligencer: 

“A new sect of religious enthusiasts have latel 
appeared in New- England—it i is understood that they 
began at Hartford, Vt. and first started by Betsey 
Niles. an old maid with but one leg. She had been 
4} joined by several persons, some of whom have hereto- 
> fore been esteemed as good Christians, but in other 
cases, by those destitute of any principles, or Xap 
morals. They wear their hair and beards quite long 
dress plain, sometimes very indecent, and pretend to 
be governed in all things they do, “by the movement 
of the spirit.”? They boast much of their sanctity, pre- 
tend that their hands are clean; that they are guilty 
of no sinful act; that they have no desire for the flesh, 
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their old natures being, (as they say) done away, &c. | 
They call all others hypocrites, who do not join them, | 
and pretend that they, (like the Shakers,) are the only 
true people of God. hey are in fact nothing more’ 
or less than Shakerism modified. Their manner of | 
worship is quite ludicrous, having no particular forms, | 
but occasionally sit on the floor, roll and tumble, hug | 


and kiss, being tokens, as they say, of their love. 


They arrived in the back part of Newbury, on the 


evening of the 3d of December, 1823, ten in number, 


three men, six women, and one boy. Two of the men | 
were ministers; the name of one was Daniel Quimby, 7 
that of the other will not be mentioned by reason, as — 


it is understood, of his having left them together with 
his family ; also having sustained a good character, 
and esteemeda Christian. The name of the other 
man was Simeon Dewey, ad’ssolute character, and 
said to have beena follower of Cochran. He is also 
said to be the same man whv seme years since, at- 


tempted to walk on the water in Hanover, N. H. but i 
by reason of sume person sawing nearly off the legs of | 


the bench which he had ingeniously constructed under 
water, he was precipitated into the pond and nearly 
drowned. 

The principal actors among the females, who yet 
continue with them, were Betsey Niles, and Fanny 
Martin, who appear to be spiritual wives to Dewey. 
This man has a wife in Concord, Merrimack County, 
N. H. and is by trade a blacksmith. Thursday eve- 
ning was appointed for their meeting at the house of 
Mr. George, where they took up their quarters. In 
the fore part of the evening they sat in chairs quite 
silent, and near each other. One man had his arms 
around a woman’s neck, while others were leaning on 
their shoulders, or reposing their heads in the women’s 
laps. Seon Fanny Martin began to chant a hymn— 
having sang three or four verses, she arose and walked 
with much seeming reverence inio the middle of the 
room, where she sang perhaps as many more Standing. 


She then kneeled down, and keeping her body quite 
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erect, completed the hymn. She remained in this 
position it is judged an hour, occasionally making 
some appeals to the Deity, but her words seemed to 
have little or no connexion with each other. They 
were such as, “O Father”—*“We are thy creatures,” 
&c. When she arose, she called for a chair—but pre- 
vious to this, she had been joined by Dewey on one 
knee, who, after continuing in that position for some 
tine, arose, and seeing no vacant chair, occupied the 
floor, and attempted to quote some passages of Scrip- 
ture, “which had struck his mind while sitting on the 
floor.’ It was this, “why do the people imagine vain 
things rt’? He made some observations to the people, 
boasting their own sanctity, and condemning all oth- 
ers. ‘We did not come here, said he, to get a thanks- 
giving supper, nor to get your money, but, &c.” He 
also remarked that they wanted to be guided by no 
rules of man’s invention ; that they were guilty of no 
sinful act; were nearly perfeet, &c. The man’s 
beard was about half a foot long, his hair was also 
very long, and combed back of his ears. He was 
succeeded by Betsey Niles, remaining in her chair, 
who seemed to be the motier of the church. She per- 
ceived he had failed in quoting the passage of Scrip- 
ture, and began by saying, “why do the heathen rage, 
or the people imagine vain thingsr’? She boasted 
rather more than the long beard man—said “they 
drank tiie pure wine, while others put too much water 
with it ;”? and exhorted the people not to be fighting 
against their own souls. 

Elder Quimby stretched out his arms as if in great 
despair; hailooed very loud, which alarmed the 
dogs; some began to groan, very much imitating 
them ; others to bark, and the people to look aghast. 

The above is as correct representation as can be 
given of this meeting, and nothing is extenuated. 
There was no prayer, either at the opening or close of 
the meeting. The public feeling by this time was 
very much aroused, having learnt that two of the men 
had been found’in bed with women not their wives, 
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which together with their pretended piety, self boast- 
ing, &c. caused the indignation of the spectators to 
fall upon them. Accordingly one man informed 
them that reports were circulating unfavorable to 
their conduct, and that if they were true, they had 
hotter disperse—te was followed by others, which 
was adding fuel to fire. Thev were questioned ¢sn- 
cerning the truth of the report, and wisied an expla- 
nation ; whether they admitted the same to be true, 
and if so, on what ground they justified themseives. 
No answer was returned. The question was then put 
directly to Elder Quimby. He had not time to an- 
swer, even if he was so disposed, before Betsey Niles 
replied, “and Jesus answered them nothing.” He 
Was again questioned, and advised to clear or justify 
himself, when the same answer was returned as be- 
fore, “and Jesus answered them nothing.”? They 
were then informed that unless some satisfaction was 
made, a public complaint would be entered against 
them, as the law considered the offence for which 
they had been charged, equivalent to actual adultery. 
Elder Dewey said they feared nothing from human 
laws, and all seemed to exult in the idea of imprison- 
ment, for enjoying their own consciences. A justice 
of the peace was present, who retired into another 
room, together with the young man who had seen 
them in bed, and made the following affidavit, which 
having been read in presence of the whole assembly, 
was sworn to, and certified in due form. 
Copy of the Affidavit. 

“I Stephen George, Jr. of Newbury, of lawful age, 
do testify and say, that on the 4th day of December, 
1823, on going into my father’s chamber, observing 
some persons to be in the bed; on going te the bed, 
and stripping the quilt off, found them to be Elder 
Daniel Quimby, and ————* lying face to face close 


* The name of this female is concealed at this time, consider- 
ing her having left them by command of her father, but should 
she join them again her name will be exposed. 
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together. Also when I arose early in the morning, 
found Simeon Dewey in bed with Betsey Niles lying 
on his arm, and Fanny Martin lying on his breast, “and 
further this deponent saith not.” 
STEPHEN GEORGE, Jr. 
State of Vermont, 
Orange County ss. § 
Newbury, Vt. December 4, 1823. 
Sworn to before me, 
DAVID WILSON, Just. Peace. 


When the above was read, Betsey Niles cried, 
“Amen! °tis true, tis true”? When the Justice and 
deponent were absent making the above affidavit, 
Elder Quimby, being advised, arose,and made some 
observations, tending to shew liow he considered what 
had been done as innocent—for that they laid togeth- 
er to have each other’s conversation, she possessing a 
remarkable gift for this; that he had abstained from 
food the whole day, having trials on his mind. He 


said he had a wife whom he loved, and with whom he 


had lived with much happiness, but since his awaken- 
ing of late, he had refrained wholly from the flesh, 
believing it inconsistent with the gospel ; and as for 
the harm done the girl, heaven knew his innocence, 
and he believed her a virtuous person. 

Many other circumstances have come to light since 
their departure, which were known only to the man 
and woman of the house, but they cannot be here men- 
{ioned, some on account of their being too ridiculous, 
and the length of this already. It has been said they 
appeared to rejoice at the idea of imprisonment, but 
very different were their tones the next morning; 
the woman of the house informed them that if they 
were sent to the States Prison, the men and women 
would be confined separate, and have no intercourse 
with each other. At this they became confounded, 
some were much grieved ; one in particular nearly 
fainted, she had to gasp ne breath very mach The 
minister whose name is concealed, informed them 
boldly he had been tried a long time, considering 
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their conduct, and that he should leave them together 
with his family. They left town about sunrise on the 
Sth inst. In this they did contrary to agreement, as 


they said the evening before, they should not depart: 


until after breakfast. 


Will the public harbor any longer these deluded 
anil degraded people? It must appear evident te 
every candid mind, that they are real impostors. 





—_—+---—-= 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Breach of promise.—At the present term of the 

Supreme Court at Danby, Miss Harriet Sears, of 

Southeast, has obtained a verdict of $1,000 against 

Mr. Gamaliel N. Benedict, of Ridgbury, for a breach 
ef promise of marriage. — Norwalk Gazette. 


_—— ——_—— 


In the “Report of the state of religion contained in 
the Extracts from the Minutes of the General Conven- 
tion of Congregational and Presbyterian ministers in 
Vermont, at their session at Ludlow,” the present 
vear, it is stated that “in Townshend, between 70 and 
80 give evidence, within a short time, of having be- 
come connected with the invisible church of Christ.” 
We beg leave to ask, whether this connewion of visi-~ 
ble with invisible was clearly seen. 


—_—- — -— 


“Mathew Cary, Esq. of Philadelphia, advertises 
that he hopes to publish, in the course of the ensuing 
year, a work for which he has made considerable pre- 
parations a few years since, viz. Sketches of a history 
of Religious Persecution, in two volumes, 8vo.” 





We ask our correspondent on the Religious Con- 


ference, to excuse the omission of the remarks on the 


Greek words, answerable to the scriptural words forev- 
er, eternal, damnation, &c. partly because those words 
are explained in a former volume of the Repository, 
and partly on account of a few mistakes in the man- 
uscript. Altho these mistakes were not of sucha 





ee de 




















Christian Repository. 237 


nature as to effect the argument materially, they 
might afford matter of exultation to the conceited 
pedant. 


The Gazetteer.—Rev. Abner Kneeland of Philadel- 
phia, has lately commenced publishing a weekly paper 
in quarto, to be “appropriated to literary, religious, 
and moral improvement,” and likewise to contain the 
current news of the day. Price 53 a year. 

Mew Association in contemplation.—The brethren 
of the Universalist Society in Westmoreland, N. H. 
respectfully invite such of the brethren in the minis- 
try and others as can find opportunity to attend on 
the second Wednesday of June next, for the purpose 
of public worship on that day, and to take into consid- 
eration the expediency of forming an association of 
Universalists in that State. 

SS 

New Society.—A new society by the name of “The 
first Society of Universal Resforationists in Lempster, 
N. H. has been lately formed. 











We have heard some complaints concerning the 
postage which some Post-Masters exact for the Chris- 
tian Repository. Our account of the number of sheets 
it contains, we learn, by some is disputed, and aa 
extravagant postage by such is exacted. We hope 
a friendly hint on this matter will suffice ; for we shall 
endeavor to have the wrong corrected. 





—————$_—— 


Elias Smith.—The following is an extract from a 
piece which he published in the Universalists Maga- 
zine, dated Jan. 19, 1824. ~**From various causes, 
separate from the scriptures, (about six months ago) 
I gave up the doctrine [“restitution of all things” | as 
doubtful, and endeavored to preach a limited saiva- 
tion; but never preached endless misery; a doctrine 
not named in the Bible. While laboring to work my 
mind into a partial doctrine—I was obliged to pass by 
all those glorious prophesies, which speak of endless 
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blessings to all nations—and in the time, took particu- 
lar nutice of the situation of the people who thought 
mankind would be eternally separated, and a part 
miserable forever. I saw them divided among them- 
selves, and miserable with all their religion. After a 
long struggle, as Nebuchadnezzar said, my under- 
standing came unto me, and all appeared plain. My 
mind is now more clearly instructed than ever in this 
glorious truth ; go That God has given Jesus power 
ever all flesh, for this purpose, that he should give all 
flesh eternal life.” 
= 

During the last year the number of deaths in New- 
York was 3444; of which 683, one fifth of the whole 
number, occurred from consumption. Of these deaths, 
432 were colored persons.— Gaz. 





Wiscasset, Jan. 9. 
Suicide—On Tuesday morning last, the wife of 
Nir. Humphrey Whidden, of Montville, put an end to 
her existence. She had, about three months before, 
joined the Calvinistic Baptist church, in Freedom, 
and appeared happy in the enjoyment of her faith, 
till within the last fortnight, when she manifested 
signs of a troubled spirit and gloomy forebodings, and 
has now terminated her wretchedness in death by 
her own hands. She left two children. 
—— Gos. Her. 
Words in languages——By a reckoning made from 
the best dictionary for each of the following langua- 
ges, there are about 20,000 words in the “Spanish, 
22,000 in the English, 25,006 in the Latin, 30,000 in 
the French, 45,000 in the Italian, 50,000 in the Greek, 
89,000 in the German.---Jntel. 





Definition of Orthodoxy.—A theological student 
being asked the difference between orthodoxy and 
heterodoxy, shrewdly replied ; “Orthodoxy is my 
deoxy, and heterodoxy is your doy.” '—P. Truth, 
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Freedom, Me. Jan. 10, 1824. 

The following note was written by Mrs. Whidden, 
Jan. 1, the morning s!:e committed suicide. 

“Qh my dear husband, have your little childrea 
well taken care of. Ob Lnever want any body blamed 
but myself, and I have tried all the faculties of my 
mind to prevent this, but woe is me that ever I was 
born. I can no longer be anv comfort to any body 
living. L wish you w ell and every body else. W hat- 
ever becomes of me, I do not want to hurt any 
body but myself—and would not hurt myself if I 

could take any more comfort. You must bear this 
trouble with patience, thinking it was soto be. Oh, 
I would not hurt your feelings for all the wor id, if I 
could avoid it—but I am no longer fit to live !” 

Mrs. W.has ever been considered as a pious and 
exemplary Christian.— Han. Gaz. 





The Christian Repository is now approaching to- 
ward the close of the fourth volume. The Editor 
proposes still to continue it as heretofore. Those 
who have or do not seasonably express a wish to have 
their numbers discontinued, will be censidered sub- 
scribers for the fifth volume. If agents will be good 
enough to exercise a little faithfulness in our cause, 
we may, doubtless, commence the next volume with 
an enlarged list of subscribers. Our subscribers will 
likewise remember that we shall need a little money 
for the printer. Printers and paper-makers, like many 
other men, want money. 





OBITUARY. 

DIED-in Reading,January 2, Miss Susanna Alverson, aged 21. 

Lost on the 25th of November last, from on board the brig 
Sea Island, of Hartford, H. Barnard, Master, on her passage 
from New London to Matanzas, Mr. Henry CARR rave, aged 
20. son of the Rev. R. Carrique, editor of the Religion= Inqnirer. 
So perished a promising and active youth in the morning of life, 
beloved by all who knewhim ‘ysferions are thy ways, O 
Father sf spirits, vet thou art just, merciful and good. May 
al) in affliction say from the heart, ‘“‘Thy will be denne 
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DIED—at New-London, N. H. December 23d, Mr. Tomas 
Pike, in the 84th year of his aze. He was an early settler in 
the town where he died, and a firm supporter of his country’s 
rights. He served in two campaigns in the old French war, 
and was promoted to be Lieutenant in the revolutionary war, 
and fought in the ever memurabie battle at Bunker Hill. He 
had for a jong time been a professor of the Christian Religion, 
and died in the triumphant faith, of the certain salvation of all 
men, through Jesus Christ our Lord. A large concourse of peo- 
ple attenced the funeral solemmities when a discourse was de- 
livered by the Rev Mr. Bartlett, of Hartland, Vt. from 2 Tim. 
iv. 7. ‘DT have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 1 
have kept the faith.’ 

DIED at Barre, December 11, 1823, Br. WitntaAm Far. 
WELL. in the 74th year of his age. 

‘tHe had enjoyed very good health,” says our informer, **for 
a man of his years, till within two weeks of his death, when he 
fell on the ice, and ahout the same time took a violent cold, 
which terminated his mortal life. He had but just returned 
from his journey into New-York, New-Hampshire, and through 
this State, and preached the Sabbath before his confinement in 
this vicinity. Br. Farwell remained to the last, firs in the 
belief, **That the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the 
world, and met death with christian fortitude and resignation. 
His wife with whom be had lived a full half century, survives 
him, and is happy in the faith of the gospel.” 

There are many things in the life, character, and labors o 
this aged and very faithful servant of the Lord, which, tof 
transmit to posterity, would bat render them a reasonable ser- 
vice. They wiil be happy to receive from our hands, some 
particular notices of those that have finished their labors with 
us, and have gone home before us. When our brother was a 
youth, the doctrine of universal salvation was but little known 
mn this country, and scarcely was it proclaimed by a single 
tongue. A preacher of this faith. so long ago, as in the early 
part of Br. Farwell’s ministry, had much to do, and much to 
oppose. The doctrine of good tidings of great joy which shall 
be unto all people, tho as old as christianity itself, was to us 
and many of our fathers, a new thing. While some embraced 
and yet as children in the faith, retained fearful appreheusions 
ofits truth ; others fought it with all possible ability and malice. 
It is true they could not bring us to the court of Geneva, where 
Servetus was doomed to the pains of fire ; nor could they min- 
gle the ashes of our bodies with those of Cranmer, Hooper, Fer- 
rar, Latimer, Rogers, and a host of others who suffered in the 
days of the ecruei and upreienuag Mary: but they could slan- 
der us with a poisonous tongue, and say all manner of evil 
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against us. They could pour a flood upon us, when we were 
few in number, and but just emerging from the hidden caverns 
of darkness. 

It pleased God to call our departed brother to the commence- 
ment of the labers of his ministry, at such a time, and under 
such embarrassments. But he gave him strength, and a perse- 
vering spint that was equal to his day. His faith was a tried 
one; his zeal was unabating; and his love unconquerable. 
The public, we trust, will allow us these remarks, without cen- 
sidering that we are dealing i in extremes, when they are made 
acquainted with a few prominent particulars, which are em- 
braced in the labors ofhis life. A long life of unremitting labors 
and journeyings, affords abundant testimony of these things, to 
those who have known him. The five frst years of his minis- 
try were without any pecuniary reward.—Not that his breth- 
ren were ungrateful ; but as he was able, he was more than wil- 
ling ; he rejoiced that men sliorid receive that gospel which 
was freely preached te the poor. He deemed it well for the 
foxes to have holes, and the birds of the air to have nests; but 
it was enough for him to be like his divine Master who “had 
not where to lay his head.” 

Br. Farwell possessed a sensibility and sympathy, which was 
without a parallel, in the circle of our acquaintances. Ata 
subject of a pathetic nature, or the recital of any thing which 
which was descriptive of suffering, we have frequently beheld 
him, as in a moment, emerged in a flood of tears. Nor were 
his feelings less active to whatever was of as joyous and happy 
nature. Such was frequently the sudden transition of his mind 
from the pathetic to the extatic, if the phrase be allowable, that 
before his tears would cease to flow, we have beheld every fea- 
ture of his countenance beaming in the radiance of a smile. 
His heart was all alive to joy, as indeed we believe it was filled 
with love. Tho he sincerely and most feelingly mourned with 
those that mourn, and the manifested criefs of every thing in his 


presence that breathed seemed to light upon him, he was far 


from possessing a melancholy turn of mind. 

He used to speak ofthe acuteness of his sensibility as a 
weakness ; for it often embarrassed him in his public labors. 
But if it might properly be accounted a weakness, it was not 
destitute of its beauty. lt answered many valuable purposes 
in that allotment of divine providence, in which it pleased the 
kind Disposer of events to place him. Such melting effusions 
of tenderness have poured upon the wanton and crael, whe 
could sport with the miseries of an innocent bird, and penetrat- 
ed their hearis, like oil inte one’s bones. It may well be said 
that the lever of the works of God was at peace with the beasts 
ef the field. 
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Altho Br. Farwell was said to be a very passionate man, we 
know of no man more free from the passion of anger or a hasty 
resentment. This was a peculiar circumstance. For most peo- 
ple. tho pious, whose feelings are easily excited, are more iras- 
cibie, altho they are soon ready to forgive. 

Our brother possessed not a classical education; nor was he 
in public speaking, what is commonly called an orator. His 
whole concern was to communicate the love of God to man ; 
and tho he appeared to attach a snitable value to human 
literature, his mind was too much engaged in the immediate 
promulgation of the gospel to give it much place in his medita- 
tions. In conversation he was lively. sociable, and pleasant. 
He was not unfrequently argumentative on subjects of the 
Christian faith ; so that his conversation formed a very promi- 
nent part of his ministerial labors His divine and sentimental 
songs, which flowed very melodiously from his lips, was like- 
wise made subservient to the same object. Like a speckled 
bird he flew almost alone; the arrows could not bit him, nor 
the floods drown him. He lived to see much of the fruits of 
his labor. Entering the gospel field in the morning of life with 
“two or three,”’ the evening afiorded the pleasure of beholdinga 
multitude of fellow Jaborers. Many that have enjoyed the 
benefits of his labors have gone before him, and many are still 
with us, who will long retain him in grateful remembrance. 


Blessed are the peace-makers ; for they shall be calied the chil- 
dren of God.” i 


From the Gospel Herald. 


DEATH OF BR. BIGELOW, 
To the Editor, 

Sir—It falls to my lot to communicate to you the painful in- 
telligence of the death of Br. Timothy Bigelow, and his wor- 
thy consort. She died on the 11th day of last month, and he 
on the 5th of this present month. Both died of fever, at their 
usual residence, in Palmyra, Portage county, Ohio ; soon after 
his return from a tour to the westward. Death. this season, 
staiks through the land, wresting from us some of our most use- 
ul estizens and best of friends, having no respect of persons. 
It remains to be satd, that an afflicted family has been deprived 
of the most affectionate and tender parents. They cou'd slways 
reahze inevery act of their kind parents, the example of their 
heavenly Father, who “is good unto all, and bis tender mer- 
cies are over all his works.*? The friends of truth have sus- 
tained a loss which wil] indeed be sorely felt in all their reli- 
gious circles. For Mr. Bigelow was a man who possessed su- 
pe rier abilities ; warm in his eff ctions, devout in all his reli- 
cious performances, and ardent in his zeal for truth. The pa- 
thetic effusions of his sou] have often been poured out to his 
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audience, exhibiting to the people the glorious attributes of the 
only true God, warming their hearts with the fire of divine love. 
The loss is to be regretted by all who feel interested in the 
promulgation of ihe truths of the gospel. but Grod is wise in all 
hie 44ahings with us, and we area submit. Br. Bigelow has 
fought a good fight, has finished his course, he has kept the 
faith: hencefi rth theres laid up for him a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give him im that day. 
Both he and his companion died firm and unshaken in their 
faith, of the doctrine which they had so w artly advocated for 
years past, unto the very last moment, co:firming the glorious 
doctrines of universal reconciliation, with their dyi ing breath. 


Tusorat.es Corron. 
Austintown, (Ohi0o,) Nov. 9, 1823. 





—_—_—— — 


From the Boston Recorder. 
ind Hagar sat over against him and wept .Gen. XXII. 


Did not the tear in Hagar’s eye, 

As o’er her dying son she knelt, 

In speechless, silent agony, 

Show what the anxious mother felt ? 


And when she softly breath’d her pray’r, 
Her tearful eye uprais’d to heaven, 

Did not the anguish. beaming there, 
Show how the mother’s heart was riven + 


Then when in sweetest accents fell 

The voice from heaven—“thy son shall live !” 
Think ye an ange}’s tongue can tell 

The joys that bade her heart revive ? 


O, there’s a something in the tear 

That dims a mother’s kindling eye ; 

A charm so fraught with love—so dear— 
We weep—we know not—care not, why. 


Yes—if a spark was ever given 

To mortals. from the fires above; 

If e’er a flow’r that bloom’d in heaven, 
It isa mother’s tender love. 
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For the Christian Repository. 
AN INVOCATION TO DEITY. 


Oh, thou, to whom all nature humbly bows! 

On thee [ cali; to thee | pay my vows: 

Do thou my bosom fill with sacred fire, 

And raise from earth to heaven each low desire. 

Inspire iny soul with pure devotion’s glow, 

That | my God and my best good may know. 
How oft alas, do sin and Satan rage, 

And strive, by art, my passions to engage! 

White iow desires, that grovel in the dust, 

Would fain ailure toav’rice, pride or lust ; 

And bind to earth these nobler powers that rise 

On wings of faith and hope above the skies! 
Bright King of glory, God of boundless grace, 

Assist me now thy character to trace. 

Fain would I fly to thee, my God, my all, 

And leave behind, this mean terrestrial ball ! 

When raptures rising fill this soul with love, 

Thou seem’st engaging as the gentle dove; 

Yea, altogether lovely dost appear, 

And chiefest "mong ten thousand thousand fair. 

No earthly tongue thy charms can ever tell, 

Nor pen portray, nor pencil touch with skill. 

Thou art the centre of my soul’s delight, 

My joy each day, my pleasure every night : 

Thou art my Sun, my light, my life, my alf; 

My meat, my drink, thou givest when I call. 

When sorrows rise, and tears flow down amain— 

When sickness rages, and when rack’d with pain— 

Thine arm, unseen, supports me, calms my fear, 

And kindly wipes away each falling tear. 

Ob may my soul to thee forever cleave, 

Till time, and sense, and sin, and earth, I Jeave, 

Then soar aloft, on angels’ pinions borne, 

And mingle with bless’d spirits round thy throne. 


D. S****r. 
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